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SAN ANTONIO

NEW MEXICO, USA, 1945
fiat)

eme Baca and Jose Padilla were young bovs living in San Antonio, New
Mexice in August 1945 when, they say, they litevally stumbled across the
remains of what they believe 1o Tave been an alien spacecial,' Their
rsonal account of the case displays many of the kev ingredients of
crastied UFO lore.

leme Baca recalls that Mew BMexico in 1945 was more like the Third World
than middle- chiss America—a state where a very small percentage of the popila-
tion controlled 2 very Jarge amount of the wealth, white about eighty percent lived
at or helow the paverty line, Baga's tather was a sharecropper, responsible lor the
crops fram tlling o harvest, far which he gota small share. Jose Padilla’s family
lived on a ranch 1o the seuth of the lwwn, ina traditional adobe house with a well
inn the feont vard and a nice shiny pickap trock that Jose was allowed to drive, since
e was the anly male in the family ot seeving in the armed [oees at the time.

San Antonio, a small desert town on the main highway between Albuguer-
gue and El Faso, Texas, is Jovated some twenty miles northwest of the Trinity site
where the first atomic bomb was tested on Tuly 16, 1943, Jose was nine years old
when he and his mather Inee experienced the Ticth ol the nuclear age al Trnity,
Irez had just seen her hushand Faustino off w work, Jase was drinking a cop of
hot chucolate when the fash, the sustained roar and the heat wave came. When
his mother pecked through the door at the flash of light, she sustained permanent
loss of sighlin ong eye,

I was not until three weeks later; oo August 6, that the rerrificd residents of
San Antomo learned, along with the rest of the world, that the Trinily event was
not a mishap involving “an ammunition magazine containing high explosives and
pyratechaics.” as the military had reported. 1t was an atomic bomb, also relerred
v as—"cath, the destrover of worlds” in the woids of project physicist [, Rober:
Cppenheiner.

Iss this atmosphere of suspicion, denial and apathy born of fear, s small contin-
gent af the U5, Anmny passed almost unnoticed thraugh San Antania in the latler
part of August 1945 on a seceel assignment. Little ar nothing has been printed

abaut the mission. But the military detail apparently came from White Sands
Proving Grounds to the east. [t was o secovery operativn destined for the mes.
guite and greasewond desert west of old 1.5, Elaghwiy 85,01 whiat s now mnileposy
139, the 2an Antonio exit of present day [nleestate 25

There, over the course of several days, aceording ta Baca and Padilla, soldiers.

in Army fatigaes loaded the shattered remains of a flying apparatus onte @ huge
flatbed trock and haubed it away.
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bt seh an operation toak place between ahant August 20 and August 25,
L4435, there i no doubt” Baca savs, He and Jose were tooking fora lost cow when
they accidentally came upon the crash site. “Whal we saw wits i long, wide gash in
the warth, with & manufacty red abject lving cockeved and partially buried ar the
e ol i, surrounded by a large feld of debris, We helievid then, and believe 10-
day, thal the ahject was accupicd by distinctly non-humar life farms which were
alive and maving abuout on Ueir arrival minutes after the eyl

They reported their lindings to Jose's father Fausting, vn whose sanch the craft
had crashed, Shortly thevealler, Fausting received military visitor asking for per-
FLESSEON [ remmove i,

During their schaal years, Haca and Padills would sometimes whisper ahaut
thase strange events, but they didn't talk 1o nthers abour it o the advice of par-
ents and a friend i the state polive. In time, they grew up and moved awav— Raca
to Tacwma, Washington, and Padilla 10 Rowland Heights, Califarnia, They last
touch with each ather and never discussed the significance of what they had seen,
even as Lales of UFOs aod alien encounsers multiplicd across the country,

More than four decades later, in (e year 2002, they were brought weether
through the Internet, Baca had been doing research on his genealogy and made

combict with Jose's son, who provided him with Jose's phane mumber, I was chen
teat their nutual interest in the naos: intriguing event of their childhood was Te-
Rindled. Baci and Padilta combined their memmories of that long-age event, and a
remarkable picture emerped, Baca weites:

The pungent but pleasing arvma of greascwood was in the air as Jase and
I et out on horsehack one August morning i 1945 w find & cow that had
veandered off 1o calf Despite minoe perils associated with being away frons
adults, it was a rontine suting lerus, We decided 1o tether the hurses, as the
terriin seemed Lon rough for their hooves, A we moved along, arumhling
abnut the thorns, the huilding thunderheads decided to lot fer W took ref-
uge undera ledge above the floodplain, protected somewhat fiom the light-
ning strikes that suddenly peppered the areq,

The storm passed, and s we bz ta meve oul. another brilliant light,
aceompanied by a crunching, rombling sound, shool the gronnd around ns,
The sound seemed to come from the next canvon. Juse noticed smoke com-
ing from i draw adfavent to Walnut Creek, o main £ ilrutary from the mem-
tains to the Rio Grande, We headed toward it, walking down tawards the
bottom of the hill. The ground was hot from the weather and (he humidaty.

The furst thing we saw was o kind of gium-sized aauge, like when a raad
grader goes in with a blade, about o bundred feel wide, deeper than a oot
and a good foothall field long. [1 was scary. The gouge crossed this old ragd.
lose pulled outhis bineculars, and thraugh them be could see thar the o
ran into-aridge and then stopped. We could see that there was something
there, an abject that had dug itsell into rhe sty snil.




54 fYAN & wWOOD

The dust and the heat were unbearable, We retrested brietly, then returned,
worried that there might be casualties in the wreckage. Jose convineed me
that everything was going to he zll right. He led the wav; 1 lolliwed. [ asked
it it might he an airplane. Jose said, "1 don't think so.”

Things gor eerte as we hegan examining the remnants at the periphery of
a huge hitter feld, | prcked up & prece of thin, shiny material that reminded
me of the tinfol in the old alive green Philip Morris cigarette packs, the
Beamd ney mam smoked at the time, 1Ewas folded up and lodged underneath
a rock. When | freed it it onfolded all by itself [ refolded it-and it spread
wtself oul again.

We finally worked our way to within yards of the wreckage, fearing the
wrrst and not quite ready for i 1 was wough walking theough thees; we were
short guvs. T had my hand over my face, pesking through my hingers. Jose,
being alder, seemed able 1o kandle it better,

Tose deseribed what he saw theough his binaculars: three serange looking
creatures, moving fast, seemingly under stress, shadowy, almost as if they
could will themeselres fram ong position to another, Thev seemed not 1o he
able to hold their balance. We were 100 ta 200 feet feomy them. Sounds were
coming out of the object, ke a jackrabbit in pain, or like a baby coying, re-
tlly sad. Jose wanted o get closer; Twanted no partaf it, Jose wasn's afraid of
rviich, bt | told hine we should get out of there. | just had this feeling.

Wi could see that there was a very large piece missing from the craft, and
preces of metal scatteved aronnd several hundred fect.

It was gelting late, sowe backtracked. It was dark when we reactied the
Fadilla bome. Jose’s dad gota brief report on the abject and the Hambrecins
iligthe suysl,

“We'll check it outin a dav or twoe,” Faustino said, appacéntly not worried
i the least abont survivors or medical emergencies. "It must be something
the military lnst, and we shouldn't distorh "

Twa davs later, at about noon, State Paliceman Eddie Apadaca, o Tamily
friend who had been summaoned by Fausting, arrived at the Padilla home.
W directed Apodaca and Jose’s dad wavard the crash site in bwe vehicles, o
pick-up and o State Polive cun Whea they could drive ne further, shey parked
and hiked 1o the overlook where wie had initally spotied the wreckage. For
a second time, we were dumbfounded, The wreeckage was nowhere 1o he
SEEIL

*Samebody must have taken it Jose said defensively,

We headed down the canvon noenetheless, and suddenly, as if by magic,
the abject reappeared, Apadaca and Favnstino led the way to the crafl, then
climbed inside, while we were ordered e stay a shoet distance sway,

The huge feld of litter appeared ta lave been cleaned up. The main body
of the craft. however, remained in place with odd pieces dungling every
where, We didn't hear anry seunds of the Honilireecitos anymare.
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When Apadaca and Favsting came out of the object, they had a diflerent
aftitude, They appeared more serious now,

“Listen cavefully: doo't tell anyone ahaut this," Favsting said.” Beme, vour
dad just started working for the government. He doesn't need to knaw any-
thing alout it It might cause hin trouble.”

“The Govermment calls them weather halloons.” Apadaca aid, "They'll
witntt this thing back”

“Bul ths sn't like the seeatber balloons we've seen belure,” [sand, "And
the Hombrecitos?™

“Maybe you just thought vou sow then” Fasstine sand. "Or maybe sone-
hady taok them, or they just ok off"

W headed home,

The recovery vperation started about twe days after our visit to the site.
& was then that a Latino Sergeant named Avila arrived at the Padills home.
W juined Faustino i the conversation with the saldier.

sergeant Avila said to Faustins, L have been sent here by the United States
Aniny W get your permission o tear dowan part of the fence adjoining the
cattle guard on your property. We need to install a metal gate in order that
wie may drive ina flat bed tuck W recover one of our experimental weather
Ballaans thal was reporied to have sccidentally crashed there”

Avila and Faostioo reached an agreement.on the recovery, and e saldier
lel. [t wasn't Jong hefore the Anmy was on the scene with raad building
equipment,

Although we were warned by Fausting to stay away, Jose and T sometimes
witched from our hiding place, sharing a pair of binoculars. as the military
araded a road and soldiers prepared for the Mathed's arvival? Before the road
wits pritded, however, soldiers were a1 the site carrying scraps of the mangled
airship to smaller vehicles that were able W innmediately get close. According
tor Jose, four soldiers were stationed at the wreckage an all times, with shifi
changes every 12 hours, The soldiers would throw some of the pieces of
material down a crevice—so they wouldn't have to carry them up the hill, |
guess, Then they would kick dirt, rocks and hrush aver them,

Once Lthe flat bed was in place, the soldiers wsed winches and a crane o
haist the intact porton of the weeckage intooan L-shaped (eame that was
tilted te AL the abject inte the trailer. The cipped portion of the crafi was
10 the hattom outside of the frame. The abject was coversd with a tarp and
prepared to han] away,

Lving in a trench, we observed all of this, Whean the soldiers left, we took
acloser loak, The elyject appeared larger than when we had lirst discovered
i—we hadn's seen the part that was underground.

fose untied some ropes while | held the canvas; then he dimbed in. Find-
ing a prece of pipe, he wsed that to undo a piece of metal about o doot long
and handed 1110 me. It reminded me of an ancient Sun Dial that § had seen
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i somne schaalbooks, o very light and cold piece of metal, We went back " shuttle. [t apparcently doe
dnwn the Bl climbed on our herses and headed for home. feoin an oxy-acetvlene 1
Ol the object went, shrouded under tarps, through San Antonia and pre- minum silicate would b
stnably to Stallion Site, on what is today White Sands Missile Range. i sample, being eutectic in
Twn weeks after the recovery, four soldiers showed up an the Padilla | sible meling point), sho
Ranch, searching the road where the object lud been loaded onto the trailer. i Ablend of carbon an,
ad-qf ey were looking for something. They did oot malke this koown ta ! cully i reases the condu
Faustina Padilla, while at the same time a
As this was taking place, Jose browght the piece we had taken e me, say- the potential for heat sh
ing he did not want 1o get his dad in r!"im;]bh: with the governiment if the
:%-n]r]if!rﬁ f-::uund it cm their premises, We buried it in the corner under the Baca and Padilla say they
[lorring in the old house that my dad used for starage, Accarding 1o Juse, A i et aF W e
the saldiers cate o their house and weit through mnm-_h}r-m.n]'n, loaking 1945, Wis it just a weather b
far something. They asked Favstino il he had anything ithet might belong 1w recovery by & clandestine mi
them, He directed them toa room in the hack of the howse, @ starage room bR A ik ek bt et el

where he kept weather balloons he had found. The soldiers went through
and checked evervthing, including voter registration papers. 'I'ht_*}r tecke witly
them the weather balloons and vither vdds and ends that they found.

U Bows O Tl Bl OF Glrcnaerasd

A paece ol apparent crash debis retrieved from the site by Reme Baca and Jose & o ki s, 2005,
Padille has since been subjected w independent scientific analysss and is still the S0 is ol clear hiow close Jose
subject of additinnal, planned stiedies, Baca explains: Esther they were very lucky no

ey wete very [ar away,

Since the research has not yet been completed, we have sgreed 1o maintain
the confidentiality of the facilities and scientists who are involved. [n addi-
tion o local tests conducted in Washingron State, we began warking with
S smich” of the metallurgy departmment at an international facility, where
three different scanning clectron microscapes were used W Jook al the met-
als and analyee their elemental makewp. The fest thing we found was that
the metal appears to be essentially an aluminum silicate.

Hawever, right from the onset, e Smith pointed our the unosually high
percentage of carbon. Later, we cut spme samples and polished others in
order to fake a more detailed look. We got some great pictunes of very weird
structures in the metals. They look like little skeletons of bugs squashed into
the metal, Alse, there are short strands of some other material that we be-
lieve nzay be carbon Rhers. This sort of “hairiness" about the metal proveked
i don of questions Irem the academics and electron microscope operators.

Chur next step was to get further analysis from a separate laboratory and
ditferent people, incduding a geneticist and a scientist with a metallurgical
background. Their amelysis conlirmed what we had seen in the first resulis.

There 15 certainly something unusial aboul shat metal, Our analvsis
demonstrated the ability of thas metal to transfer heat from one end o the
other, thus preventing or retarding meltdowin, o bit like the tiles on the space
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shuntle, Itapparently does nat melt when subjected o the 2000 degree flame
from an oxy-acetylene torch for up ta two minoees, despite the fact thar alu-
raitium silicate would be expecied to mell at about 700 degrees, and this
sample, being cutectic in nature {3 form of the material with the loweet [}s-
sible melting point], sheuld melt ar closer 1o 500 deprees, within seconds.

A blend of carbun and sone other trace materials is used which dramati-
cally inereases the conducting power, eliminating the resistance te electricity,
while at the same time s transference of heat takes place, There appears tohe
the potential for heat shielding, or computer-chip AEnufCtIring,

Baca and Padilla say they are planning an expedition 1o investigate and un
carth the remains of whatever crashed in the desert near San Antonio in Algust
P9250Was 0t just a weather balloon, or something far mare mysterions, wiortly of
tecovery by a clandestine militery operation? Baca and Padilla intend 1o prove
that it was an extraterrestrial spacecraft,

Bura Cn The Eclge OF Gronmd Zevn, Living In The Shddon L dree 37, Bemizio Baca
& Jose Padilla, 2005,
his nor elenrhow close Jose and Reme were 10 the crash site o nnlitary: perimersr
Lither they were very Tucky not to be diseovered by the militury perivieler guards. or
they wizre very [ag WY,
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